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Yea doubtleſs, end I count all things but boſs r, 
forthe excellency of the gp of __ | 
" Feſus my Lord. | 
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« Eph.3.8. that which the Apoſtle calls the * unſearch- 
Vid. Aug. contre 2Ep, Pelag, tib. 3, able "riches of Chriſt, 
c, 7. de Grat. ® lib. Arbit. c.12, the Þ righteouſneſs which | 
- F#Phil.39. js of Cod by faith. St. Paul, unto whom the | 
' © Gal.x.1. Lord from heaven ©did reveal this treaſure | 
and pearl , hath in this chapter diſcovered 
himſelf ro'be one of 'thoſe | wiſe Merchants, 
who parted. with all for this ineſtimable pur-- 
chaſe. He poked on himſelf before as a 
rich mafiin things pertaining unto God.Great 
S0 Coni- >: . > ; 
Phil.3.5, dignitie ; of the * flock of Iſrael, of the tribe 
* 534, Nicee. Clean, yhfder: On of Benjzamin,- an Hebrew 
thodox, |. 1.c. 40. Baron. —_e of the x Hebrews. Great 
Sea.$,9,10. Dru. de 3 ſelis Fudeor, ftricineſs of Religion, 
la. Ad voces N T.p.131. Scultet, Ex- : " DW 
event, Evang. l.x. ©24:25,26. (ame. © 4 Phariſee , ſeparated 
r0.T«.3.i" Majt.203« Buxcorf.Lexic,. from the: ways: of the? 
Rab. pr85t 4114) ho 20s world, » Giear:learvinit 3 
e Aft.26. brought up © at the feet of 'Gamaliel:, arid 
f A3-22-3* taught according to the perfe& manner of 
g Pkil.z 6. theLawot ehefathers,- Graads zealand fer 
v1 715%)  VEncy ENEr unto phtſcaution. fat it 
a a 8972) \1.2(i0-his own: opintons; 
| Aug. Cont. 2 Ep. Pelep C1, weralivewhhout theliw 
b Rom.7 9. once; i agi tanobing the righteouſneſs whith j6t 
2 ng *.. initbelom; blamiteſs,. Thcſesthings: before! 
he came: tothe! knowledge of Clit, be:d- | 


ſeemed 


A 


' before the King, 575) 3 
eſteemed very gainful , advantagious, and | 
meritotious to ſalvation, for he had* profited « Gal.1.14. 
inthe Tews religion above many his equals : 
Bur when it pleaſed God to reveal his Son un- 

to bim;. he conſulted no more with fleſh and 


bloud:; he ſet. no more value on meer carnal 
priviledges or performances, looked on them 5-16, 54.5. 


a5 lols,and dung;on all his b Vide Bernard Serm.1i in feits om- 
own righteouſneſs X hut nium Saud, de verbis Iſaie Ser.5. it 


as a * menſiruous cloath ; oy” oor FICKs FR 
' . Yaſume nou de operatione tus; F 
durſt put #0 confidence gratis Chriſti. hc pay: yy yo : _ 
19 any.ching of his own, {5-64 FO ow of eine te vel im t 
% k _  knae piſſts preſumere, a Jice & te, tf 
but inthe alone Righre tote Preſumptio tire Dei fir, Aug. Fn 


ouſneſ(s of Chriſt Jeſus his Pſal.85., . Nibil rais meritic attri- 


: A: bugs, woil de te preſumgs, in vivtute 
Lord, in the fellow ſhip of tue nibil pongs, in Diribuy tuis non cone 


bis. ſufferings, and in the fide, in tus aydatre/fdnciam nm bas 


wi | . begs. Ommae divine Dono, & divine 
power of his reſurrection. grbeidraliſeribee.-Chiſiderts tre ſam 


He would © glory in NO» per fit jn Chrifto, Eernard de mods - 
thing bue the Croſs gf 550 21vends Sermg, | | 
Chriſt, he  wo.1ld-relye :0n, nothing bur. the © Gal.6.14- 


Grace: of: Chriſt, -he would loſe all. that.he 


 mighe win Chriſt. 


| : I have choſen theſe, words, to. open the ex» 
cellencie of zhe Golpel of Chriſt, and of, the 
ſaving knowledge of him, thereby,.in, compar 
riſon whereof the Apolile eſteemed all _ 

Ootrner- 


1 Tim-3-16- 
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other djoniries,priviledges, righteouſneſs, per- 
formances, upon which he had formerly buile 
the hopes of his ſalvation, to be all bur loſs 
and dung. 
I begin withthe former of theſe, the ex- 
cellency of Evangelical Docrine,called'by the 
aiTiw.1.11 Apoſtle a* glorious Goſpel, Þ a miniſtration of 
$ 209-29: righteouſneſs which exceeds in glory,*® a word 
c AQ-5-20. 
4 Job.6.63. of life, * a Goſpel of ſalvation, © the riches of 
e Ep-1-13- the world, f a treaſure accompanied with the 
f Rom. 11» he 
12. excellency of Divine Power, *a great myſtery 
g2 Cer.4-7 of podlineſs; with other the like elogies, ſers 
ting forth thoſe unſearchable riches of Chriſt 
therein, as draw forth the wonder and a- 
doration both of Men and Angels, _ | 
"We ſhall conſider the excellency of the 
'. Coſpel, 1. Comparatively':' 2. Abſolutely. 
For the former, I ſhall not put the whole 
world, nor all the Diadems, Honours, Plea- 
' fires; 'and Revenues'thereof info the balance 
with Chriſt ; he having aſſured us that it will 
þ Matt.16.2 little ® profit a man to win them all, and to 
Prov. 19.2- [gfe his ſoul: for though a man could win 
the whole world; yet within a few years he 
would16ſe it' agait'; but'the ſoul betng ohee 
loſt;is loſt for ever, riever to be recovered. 
But 
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But I. we ſhall compare the Goſpel with 
the ſtate of Innocency in Paradiſe. Ir cannot 
be denyed, bur rhat there were divers things 
in that ſtate of primitive integrity, wherein 
Adam excelled any of his Vid-Aug. de Civit.Deilib.14.c,10,11. 
ſinful oft-(pring. He &e corrept. & great. 6.11. Damaſc. 
was made then wholly **©12: 
* xprigbt, without any mixture of corraption « Ecclef. 7. 


. or infirmity, [no evil of ſin to defile him, no * 


evil of | ſorrow to difquiet him :: Whereas, 

now the holieft men are commanded and con- 
Krained.to:cry out, ® Forgive us our trepaſſes, bMatt-6.12, 
delizver us from evil. He had no war between 

the fleſh and ſpirit, no inward combate be- 

tween the law of the members, and the law 

of the minde; no temptation of [48 to' ins 

rice or draw him away from; God : Whereas, 

the holieft men are now: forced/to complain; c Rom.7.2, 
© 0 wretched man that I Gemitilrſanotorumeintre carnales conn 
am, who ſhall deliver me capiſcentias dimicantium, Aug. cont. . 
fron this body-of death > Jv\'an Pelag.46. 6.23, 
He did not in that ſtate ſtand in weed of a Me- 
diator of reconciliation to reſtore him tothe 
favour of God, wherein he Rood right and 
intire, by the law of ' his; orcieidn,": - Hle had 
no guclt 10-fill him with ſhamie.or - fear, or to 


drive 
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drive himvaway from: che | preſence | of the 
Lord.” Yet in fome'refpe@ rhe grace of the: 
Goſpel is more excellent then the ſtate of 
_— Paradilc. . 

. Hercin.is the. manifeſtation. of more glo- 
rions mercy and wiſdom : For it was moſt 
conſonant to the goodneſs: of Cod; to make 
reaſonable creatures righreons at- firſt 3 bur 
when they. wilfully: fell from itheir dab ; 


«Row.3.24 integrity,it was wonderful and * free mercy to 


Eph. 1, 


$215"17- reſtore them again 3 wonderful and | wh 
wok wiſdom todo it by ſo great a condeſcenfion 


and contrivance-as the'Tncarnation and Pali» 
on of theSon of God. There lay no bond upon 
God at all co ſhew mercy to acreature which 


hadcaſt him off,and rebelled againſt him: He 
mighr par; jure have lefe men: unredeemed, as 


 » he did che Angels, and have glorified himſelf 


in their juſt-perdition:* It was meer and alone 
mercy which made the difference. He took, not 
the nature of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham 
he took. Heb. 2.16. 

2: 'By the Goſpel 'the humane natare 'is 
more highly advanced, then it could bc in the 
firſt Adam, had he rfiſted in his integrity. 
Firſt, ;n tbe perſon Chriſt; in whom' it was 


Hypoſta- 


5 wo —— 4# 


” (3 7, @ 


S WW = Ys OD 


ww © WU u*%, + > ©- 1 


- 4 Z / $39 7 


-_ WI 


e 


— re rr _—_— 


Hypoſtatically united to the divine Nature, 
and advanced * far above all principality and « Eph.1.21. 
power, might and dominion, and every name 4 gn 
chat is named. Angels,and Principalicies, and feb. Co 
Powers are made {ubje& unto him. He is the C91 1+ 15 
firſt-born of every creature, and hath in all” 
things the preeminence. 2. [n all thoſe who 

are ſpiritually deſcended from him,and eſtated = 

by union and:communion with him in his ful- 


neſs both of Grace and Glory. For certain- 


ly, *to be where Chriſt is, and to behold his 5 Joh.17.24 
Glory, when he hall come * co be admired in* 2 Theſ r- 


thole that believe, 4 robe like unto him, to ſee = Joh.3-2. 
bim as be is, to® fit down with him on his « Rev.3.21. 
Throne, to be* joynt Heirs with him in his fRom-8.17 


Glory, which are ſome of thoſe exceeding 


great and precious promiſes, which in the 


Goſpel are made unto true Believers,are more 


bigh and honourable expreſſions of the digni- 


ty of the Sons of God by gracious Adoption, 


then any we can diſcover to have belonged 
unto Adam and his natural poſterity,had they 
perſiſted in thar integrity wherein they were 
created. For then theReward would only have 
born proport;on to the obedience whereunto 

B at a 


—_ 
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jr related; but nowic ſhall have its dimen. 
fions from the dignity of the Perſon, and ex- 
cellency of the price whereby it was purchaſed, 
both which do infinitely ſurpaſs boch the Per= 

' fon and obedience of Adam, or any other 
meer man. 

3. By the Goſpcl there is more divine and 
ſupernatural help afforded to Believers, to 
carry; them. through their! cowrſe of abedi- 
ence unto glory, 'theri there:was unto: Aden 

{ Aocepit gratiem qua non peſſet pcc- in Paradiſe. To Adam was 


eere-fi peccare nollet, nondum tamen _- | | 

tea os gratian qua nec Per- given ap oſſe Bon Peccare ſ 

eare veller. Feldardedeuern; zellet;apowernat'to-fin if 

Gre. Chriſti, Cap.1z. ..', ' 'Tolee- po. ve : ; 

rat edjutorium in quo permaneret (be would; and a pawer 0 

velet, non quo fieret it vellet, Aug. have willed.if he would lo 

de corrept. &grMe Gl, ©! ||; > baverdonetbut he had not 
ſpeegal ſupernatural aſſeſtance given; him ;to 

f Trabitur wiris modis ut velit ab Uo, qui novit intus wenhl ; for if he 


inipfis bominam cordibys oporari, nou ut bowines,quod 
fteri non poteſ}, wolintes credant, ſed ut valentes ex #0- had had that, 
lentibus fiant,'- fyuge $9nt.2, Ep. Pelags. lr. 6.19. he had, per- 
Certym eſt nos velle cum volumys, ſed -ille fact G ed. :: Bu 
ut velimus, &fc. de grat.” & !ib, arbir, c.16.17, Vid, de EVecr c 
Dono gas we 22-23. —— De 1 pens any unto believers 
26. Enchiris, ad Laurent. e-32, Ep.107 & 143. Ad Gs 6h 
S$implician, I.1. qu.2. Fid. Concil, Arauſican,2, cap.4, there ol ſuch 
67,9420, 0Þ Fes _ _ Gbrith, c.6:8. grace piven, 
Fulgent.de Incaruar,@® grat.Chriftiic.rp.1$,19,20,24, I 
29,30. Bernard de grat. @ lib. arbit. ode modo be. + 148 efficittr 
we vivendi, Ser.3. : ut velint, It is 
God 
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Ged that I in ws both'to - will and}. and. to do 
of bis own good pleaſure, ſaith the Apolile, 
Phil.2.13. Thy people ſhall be willing in' the 
day of thy power, faith the. Prophet David, 
Plal.110:3.. I will put my Spirit within you; 
and canſe you to walk, in my ſtatutes , and.ye 
ſoall keep my judgements and do them, laith 
the Lord, Ezek. 36.27. This point jis-excel- 
lently handled E that renawned champign. ©. | + 
of the grace of God St. , Auſten -in his books «Cap.11.r2 
De correptione &+ Gratia, 

IH. Theexcellencie of the Goſpel will ap- 

earif we compare it with the Law of Moſes. 
The Prieſthood thereof a nobler Prieſthood, 
after the order of Melchiſedec ; the Covenant 
thereof 4 better Covenant;eſtabliſheduppnhet- 
ter promiſes, as the Apoſtle proveth at large : 
in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews. ' - b Heb4.22, 
1. The Law moral conſidered fingly and +. 5: 

alone, is a* miniſtration of death and con» 10,34- 
demnation, a killing, enthiralling, inexorable, * + ww. 
inſapportable Law ; inſomuch that the peo- * 
ple were not able to endure the commands 
thereof, Heb.12.20. Why ſhould we dye? lay 


they 3 This great fire will. conſt ume us, If we 
B 2 bear 
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bear the woice of the Lord our God any more, 
then we ſball dye, Deut.5.25. Bur the Go- 


ſpel is a miniſtration of th: Spirit and 


Righteouſneſs, and: therefore more glori- 
ous, as the. Apoſtle argues, 2 Cor. 3. 7, 
8,9. 
r. Hereby the curſe of the Law is removed: 
« Gal 3.13. for Chriſt came 10 bleſs us, AG.3.26. * That 


Luk. 24-47. repentance and remiſſion of ſins might be 


preached in his name. 

2. Hereby we are del:wvered from the Law 
| = as @4 Covenant © of life, 
| Vid. Aug- Aer hk l.1. 
SE OP onth! of living; the: righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith being ſubſticured in the room 
thereof, as the Apoſtle teacheth us, 48.13. 

39: 'Rom.3.20,28. Gal.2.16. 3.10,13. 

3. Hereby the Rrgour of the Law is corre&- 
b Reb.13-10 ed,Chriſt procuring acceptation of ſincerity 
Rev.83- ;nſtead of perfeGtion. He is the * Altar which 

ſanQifieth all our oblations, ſo that the Lord, 
notwithſtanding their defeFs, is well pleaſed 
with them, pardoning that in them which 
comes from our weakneſs, and accepting 
and rewarding. that which comes from his 
own Grace, 1 Pet.2,5.Iſa.56.7. 


4 "0: 


4. Here- 
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| though not as a - Rule 
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4. Hereby the CoaGion of the La ws ſweet. 


ned by bealing and aſſiSting grace;that where- 
as the Law doth onely drive by terroxr and 
bondage unto the doing of duty, which other- 


wiſe we ſhould rather bave lefrundone: ( Mal 


« Rom.5.5, 


lent licitum quod male deleGlat, as St. Auſtin ; . .; 


ſpeaks) the Spirit of 


Grace in theGoſpel, 
* ſhedding abroad 
the love of Chriſt 
into our hearts,doth 
cauſe 'us ®with de- 
light ro run the 
ways of Gods com- 
mandments,*Ut nor 
fit terribil: ſed ſna- 
oe mandatum : for 
the yoke of Chriſt 


1s eaſic, and his bur- 


« Aug.de grer.Chrifti,).1.c.13.De nat. & grat, 
C.57. Lex jubere tantum poteſt, nox adjuvare, 
de pec, meritis & remiſſ. |.1.c.11: & |.2.c.17. 
Lex jubere n/vit, Cui ſuccumbit infit mitas,gra- 
tie juvare q ie infunditur charity, —— In ipe 
ſa intus voluntate peccat, qui non voluntate ſed 
timore non peccat. cont,2,Ep. Pelag. 1.1.c.$.9. 
non fitin corde quod fieri videtur inopere,quan= 
do mallet bomo non facere,fi poſſet impune. Er- 
go benedidio dulcedinis eſt gratis Dei qua fit in 
nobis wt nos deleflet —— quod precepit nobis, 
Ibid. lib.2.c.9. & 1.3.c.7. de ſpiritu & lit. 
c.$,9,12, 32. qued operum lex'minand impe« 
rar. boc fidei lex credendo impetrar, 1þ,c. 1:3; 
lex data eſt ut gratia quereretur, gratinalate 
eſt ut lex impleretur,Ib.c.1g. Ep.gs.o& de 
nat. grat.c.15,16.De bono viduitat. c.r7 18. 


den light , ajnd his Commandments not” grie- 


vous, 1 Joh.g.3. 


s. Laſtly, hereby the Irritation of the Law 4 Roa.7.s 


is rebuked ; that whereas 


s Aug. de ſpir. & lit, c.4. contre 


the 4 reſtraints thereof did , x, $.145. 1.3.c.2. 
before exaſperate corrupti- 


on, that like an obſtrufted River, Ab obice 


ſevior 
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opened by grace,the courſe of obedience gocth 
on with more freedom, and luſt is not able to 
gather head againſt it, as it was wont to do. 
2. The cxcellency of the Goſpel will 
appear, if we compare it wich the ceremonial 
Law. For though quoad ſubſtantiam Fade. 
ris, the Covenant was the ſame to them and 
4 1 Cor.10. 5 . 
4. vs, Chciſt theirs and ours, * the new Teſta- 


a Jnveteriteſtaments eſt occultatio 1o- 
vi,in novo eft manifeſtatio veteris. Aug. 
de eatechizand. rud.c.q,de Givit.Dei, 
1.16.1, 26. fides eadem noſtra & illo- 
rum—— Sacraments pro temporum di- 
verſitate diverſa, ad unitatem ramen 


ment hidden in the Old, 
and the Old expounded 
in the New, as St. Auſtin 
{peaks ; yet quoad mos 
dum Adminiſtrandi, there 


<Juſdem fidei concordifime recurrentia,, 1, a5 much greater excel- 
nogfo Ne ro nee. 4” lencyin the Goſpel then 

in the Law, as there is 
in the body or ſubſtance then in the picure 
or ſhadow whereby it is repreſented. 

1. The Law was dark and obſcure, a 
veil over the eyes of that people ; but in the 
Goſpel Chriſt is evidently. ſet forth, Gal.2.1. 
We ſee with open face the glory of God,2 Cor. 
3-18. * Though.the Jews 
had the ſame promiſes of 


ler 


b Aug. Ep. 120, c.2.in —_—_— 


2 Ep. Pelag..l.3. c.q. Dr. Field 6 
the C burch, |.1.c.5, 4 


al St ws 


Re te EE ee , 
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eternal life, and an heavenly Country with us, 
yet they were overſhadowed with the Types 
of an boly Land,and temporal bleſflings there ; 
and therefore the Apoſtle telleth them of a- 
nother reſt, beſides that of their Sabbath and 
Canaan : There:remaineth a reſt for the people 
of God, Heb. 4 9. 

2. The Law was exceeding Burdenſome 
in many 'chargeabl” and painful obſler- 
vances,e yoke which-they were not able to bear, 


AA. 15.10. Whereas the yoke of Chri$t ts 


light and eaſte, unto the bearing bra 


he enconrageth. us by glori» 


by the ſupplies of his Spiric <-69- 
of grace. 

3- The Law is weak and unprofitable, 
not able to-make the comers thereunto per- 
feQ, to expiate in, to pacifie God, to quiet 
conſcierice, or procure lalvation. It is erue,by 
yertue of divine Inftitution, ic was profitable 
to the uſes for which it was deſigned , name- 
ly; toprefigure and'lead unto Chriſt for that 
ſalvation which ic (clf could not give. But 
Chriſt being coine, the ule of it. js: wholly 
ceaſed,and it become to all intents? weak and 
un» 


Omnia qui be flunt facilia cha» 
ous promiſes,and aſſeſteth us yitare, Pl, de nat. & grat. 


13/56) 


a Matt. 11. 


6Heb.7. as; 
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unprofitable. And therefore Moſes andl Aaron 
both dyed before the entring of Iſrael into 


Canaan ;, the Lord thereby ſignifying, as 


« Tertu': * Tertulljan hath obſerved, the mortality of 
on, 1.3.c-16, the Law, and its impotency to bring men into 
the poſſeſſion of the Promiſes; that it was to 

$ Hrb.7.24- give way to Chriſt , who had an ® unchange- 
able Priefibood;and to his Goſpel, which was an 
everlaſting Goſpel,Rev. 14.6. Thus we ſee 

the excellencie of the Goſpel above the Law; 

for by it onely is miniſtred Grace to pardon 

the fins committed againſt, and to per- 

ormthe duties required by the Moral Law, 

and by it is Chriſt exhibited to accompliſh the 
Prefigurations of the ceremonial Law : For 

© Joh 1.17. the © Law came by Moſes, but Grace and Truth 


| by Feſus Chriſt, 
HI. The excellency of the Goſpel appear- 


eth, if we compare it with any other the moſt = 


noble perfefiions acquirable by the uttermoſt 
improvement of natural abilities, either in 
Genere notitix, or in Genere morum. 

1. The higheſt knowledge attainable by 
humane inveſtigation is far below Angelical 
Learning. But the Myſteries of the Goſpel 

. are ſo great, :that the glorious Angels gaze 
upon 


_—_—_—yu TOC RO 


upon! chem wich Gs andadoratiun. Chibfe 
things, Caith. the' Apoſtle, "the Angels defirety 
lookinto, 1 Pet. 1.12. alluding to the;Cherny 
| b4m{with their faces on the Mercy-feat;Bxath 
| 25.20.* To princiÞalities and powers is thade 2/id.Gieg, 
known by the Church the manifold wiſdom of rg 
God, Eph. 3. 10. This is one Branch bf the cnn, 
Myſtery'of Godlineſs, That Chriſt is ſeen of 
Angels, 1:Tim-3-16+' This is one great buli- 
! neſs of the Angels about the Throne, to a- 
ſcribe .power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing ts 
the Lamb that was ſlain, Revel-5.11,12+ | 

- Againz the bigheſt natural knowledge i in 

the world is no. way Beatifical. A man may, 
 ast0 hil-ſuch learning, bethe greateſt Schalar - /.-1* » 
| tibimg, and yer peruh+dBue the right know- " 
ledge of Chriſt by the Goſpel will z»ſtifie and 
fawsirboſe thathave it+ By bis knowledge ſhall 
my righeeous feryant julkifie many; Ia 541m. _; 
| Jt is a knowledge which makes perfe8, Till we dr 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God,. unto a perfect | 
man,Eph.a.ug. 7 


2. The * nobleſt b Abſit ut ſit in atdiet vers viftin, nifi fon 

erit juſtus—abſit autem us juſt us vere ſit, niſt 

Moral Attainments hv ex fide, Aug.con.2 Ep.Pelag,).4-c-3s 
C 


which 
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which men can arrive at by the uemoſt im- 
vement of natural Reaſon alone, of the 
moſt generous Principles, of the precepts of 


the beſt Philoſophers, of the examples of the - 


moſt eminent Heroes, will none of it ſuffice 


to bring a man to Blefſedneſs. The Apoſtle 
would not have concluded better things chen 


theſe to be but loſs and dung, if he might 


have been ſaved by them. Bur there is no 


A —_ 


4. Aa. 
=> 


ether name ander heaven, whereby ſalvation | 


15 to be had, but by the Name of Chriſt, A&, 
4.12,Thus the ſupereminent excellencie of the 
Goſpel of Chrift doth appear, by comparing 
it with all other excellent things ; the excel- 
lency of created innocencyzthe excellency of 
+ the Law, whether Moral or Ceremonial ; and 
_ the excellency of the higheſt Rational or Mo. 
ral.accompliſhments- | 

We ſhall next demonſtrate: the excellency 
of the Goſpel,by conſidering it Abſolutely in 


it ſelf. And here let us firſt rake a-view of the | 
ſupernaturalneſs & ſublimity of ie.It is every, - 
= Chryſoſt. in Row 11 a5, Cafaub. where in Scripture *call- 


exercit, in Baron. 16. #.43: Adbort de ed a Myſtery.the M x 
verit. gr at. Chriſti, p.46.. p lyſt Jy, yſte y 


of Chriſt, the Myſtery 


of the Kingdom, a:great Myſtery of Godli- 


nels, 
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neſs, which fignifteth = we}jertr, yg $efnany, y £22. 
«veer, as St. Cbryſoftonr ſpeaks, ſome wonderful 
and unknown thing- The Apoſtle calleth - 
it Hidden wiſdom, the deep things of God,be. 
yond the diſcovery of the nobleſt created Rea- 
ſon in the world. That two natures ſhould 
be in one Perſon, that God himſelf ſhould take 
fleſb 5 that a pure Virgin ſhould be mri (+ 
the Mother of God,as the Council of Epheſus 
ſtilech her 3 that he who bleſſeth all, ſhould 
be made a cxrſe himſelf; who is Lord over 
all, ſhould become a ſervant himſelf; that the 
Prince of life ſhould dye, and the Lord of 
Glory be put to ſhame;thar the ſin ſhould be pu- 
niſb:d,and the ſinner pardoned ; thar the Sor 
of [David ſhould be the Lord of Dawid, and 
the Son of Mary, the Saviour of Mary ; and he 
who made the world, be born into the World 
four thouſand years after the world was made; 
theſe were Myſteries ſhut up in the boſome 
of God, undiſcoverable by any created wil- 


dom till he himſelf was pleaſed to reveal them. 


Again, let us here confider the ſanGity of 
the Goſpel, as a great Myſtery of Godlineſs. 
The whole deſign and contrivance thereof be- 
ing, 1. To ſet forth the glorious righteonſ- 

C. 2 xeſs 
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neſs of au- boly God; thar neither his verity 
nor ſanity might be jmpaired by hisclemen- 
cy and. mercy unto: finners. For thongh-he 
pared. them, that he might in themſhew the 
riches of bis Grate, yet he ſpared nat his! Son; 
bac delivered him up for us all, that in him 
he might declare bis rigotenſatſe ; Rom: 
3-25. Tat 1 97:37 
2. Anothen defion of. the Goſpel was to 
reſtore lapſed man unto that primitive holi- 
neſs wherein he had been created, Col.3.10: 
for the grace of God which bringethiy/alvari- 
on,doth allo teach us'to deny'unoodlineſs and 
wordly luſts, and to live ſoberly; righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world. Chriſt gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem-us from. 
iniquity, Tit. 2.11,14. and from our former 
vain converſation, 1 Pet. 1.18. And this the 
Goſpel doth not onely by the precepts there- 
of as a Rule of holineſs, but by the grace-there- 
Aug-Ep.89- of, as a Principle of holineſs, helping us to 


bp, moons | do what we are commanded, 'Efficit Fides. 
$07.00 quod lex jubet. Lex imperat, fides impetrat, 
gret. & lib 


rrp * faich St. Auſtin. The Law onely commands,but 
16,17. oak faith obtains belp to do whar is commandat 


ſper. cont, 
Clllatores, The Law was given 0 demonſtrate our impo- 


6.3. tencie 
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! tencie, but Grace'was'given to. heal and th re> 
move it. © y LJ \ Vie ' \ 


Again, here offereth it ſelf.to our view the 

! admirablecontexture of juſtice and mercy, the 

| unſpeakable contrivance af 'Redenjptionand .. 

ſalvation by the Goſpel.. There ſeetnerhuco be ++ 

a kinde of conflict berween the, Attiibutes;of .. _ 

God, as1St-: Bernard: hath oblerved 3: Fuſtice Ser.1.in an- 

and Truth refolved to! punith: Guy dlargy aud 5H 9t " 

Grace: reſolved to: fave: dinners: [) Noywgrgfted : 

| wiſdomcould have fotind evt a way: to effec 

this, ſo to ſever the ſen from. the ſinner, that 

Fnfticemighrdatisfic it (elf wpon qhe'ones] and 

| Mercy magnifie it (elf. upon the other; / This 

could not be done, butiby-luchia- Mediator 

and Surety as might be both-able ang” willing 

to: ſuffer -the wrath: of Qod, and, having ſo 

done, vidtoriouſly to rſs upahdfriymph over 

Helland Death. ; AU thisis:faund it the Lord 

Teſ us. In him man ſuffentA;To him God con- 

quiered Higiſpuferings whlid, fom/u1tfaTi- 

| onof Juſtiechndarypetrution oh SG by 

/ the iotigice:dipoitie of- his Perſopgnade ap- 

plicable to the perſons of all that ſhould be- 

lieve- Groere gven: tnco.chemythat qhey,may 

belicye auBeoh (Gl :to-; their. nine. 
An 
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And thus all parties are ſatisfeed, and all wil- 
ling. God ſatisfied by the obedience of his 
Job-13-31, Son, This is my. beloved Son, in whom [ am 
3121s, Pell pleaſed. Cog ſatisfied with the ſalvati- 
17.5. oh of his; body, He ſhall ſee the travel of bis 
_ _ ſeul,and fball be ſatisfied, Believers ſatisfied 
Polity. 15. with cheir pardon and inhericance, When I a- 
32-122-pake, I ſball be ſatisfied with thine Image, | 
God willing to pardon ſinners, Chriſt willing 
to Redeem finners, and ſinners made willing 
by the Spirit of the Father and the Son to en- 
30y the benefic of ſo great a-redemption, and 
eo obey the precepts of ſo holy a Goſpel. And 
Pſal.83.10. thus Mercy and Truth are met together, Righte- 
outneſs and peace have kiſſed each other, All 
the Religions that ever were in the world 
could never ſhew fo glorious a temperament 
of exquiſite Tuſtice,of moſt gret#itous Mercy, - 
of unſearchable wiſdom, as is revealed in the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. Let ws conſider the neceſſsty of the Go- 
ſpel, by the Grace and Righteouſneſs whereof 
alone we arc{aved through faith in Chriſt, 

_ Eph-2.8. 

A thing may be »eceſſary toan end, 1. By 
way of a Temporary mutabte ſauflion. So le- 

gat 
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gal obedience was neceſſary unto life, bythe 
firſt Covenent made with Adam, Do thir and 
live, Rom.10.5. by which ſince the fall no 
man can be ſaved. 2. By way of a final por- 

etual Decree never to be altered. Such is the 
Covenant of Grace in the Goſpel, confirmed 
by an oath to ſhew the immutabllicy thereof ; Heb.6.18. 
for Chriſt offered one ſacrifice for ſin for ever, 
dpon rejection whereof: there remaineth no ys, ,, ... 
more facrifice for ſin. If ye believe not that 25. 
I am he, ye ſhall dye in your ſas, ſaich our 
Saviour, Fob.8. 4. 

Again , one thing may be neceſſary to a> 

nother two ways. . I- Neceſſttare cauſe, as 
thac which giveth it its being, and-foundeth 2 
right unto it» So the paymene of a price is 
neceflary to a prircbaſe, and foundeth that- 
right which the Purchaſer hath thereunto. 
2. Neceſſitate vie, withont the which I can- 
not- come to the poſſeſſion of the thing pur- 
chaſed. For though the price procure me the 
property, yet I muſt go the way which will 
bring me unto it, before I can be perſonally 
polleſled of it- 

The only cauſe of ſalvation is the free Grace ,, 
of God, and price of the bloud of Chriſt, de- Epb.2's. : 


riving 
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1 Cor. 6.29. riving a Property thereunto upbn 164:45r-0nc by: 
K aig 1 15, faith: with the Purchaſer, by regeneration de- 
Gal z- 26, pv. rem bim'3-by- adoptian; joynelheirs 
_ ks 6 Bny we catnat comered the: Shut: 
Job. 1. 12, Pofſeſſibuiek thavtaheritance, withoue Tuiminy; 
13» that race of Evangelical holineſs, which 1s yy 
neu ens 5, waythereunto. 
.\*From theſe things thas diſtinguiſhed, we = 
- cherith+s conclnfion; thatulthough \the Goſpel 
* were not originally iheceflary unto bleſſed- 
neſs by. the Law of \Primicive Creation, ano- 
ther Covenant having been made with :Adawe 
in order unto! life ;' yet apbn" ſuppoſition of 
the fall of man, and of the.unchangeable ſan« 
£m of God,wwipzeby cho Quvenant of Grace 
is madg parperoad; {o the!GBſpel ipmdilpens 
fably 'neceffaty Lonto:falvation,” called in the 
Epb. 1. 13- Scripture the Goſpel of Sdlwation,the Power 
——gt am, of: Cod: unto: Sulwation,: the Grace of: God 
AA. 28.58, whnc lybringeth Solwatzon,yea by the name of 
WeDe2-3- os ic (elf. v 
. The ſacrifice of Chriſt neceſſary, Ad 
lionoat to the purchaſing of bleſled- 
nels for as, called by the Apoltle mein duh 
1 Theſſ.5.9, ela, 13Zuc, and by an Hypallage, as ſome think, 
Thefſ.2, -nxv}&n@, A purchaſc of Salvation, of glory, 


7 26 br og ara Crate} 21h. 4. 6 — — — — 


Eph. 1.14. of 
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2 
of Redem prion, The bloud of Chriſt:was both : 


a price of ranſome,whereby we-were, Redeom- | 
ed out of miſcry, (He gave bis life a ranſome * Ti-2.6, 
for many,Matt.20.25. and a price of purchaſe Eph-t.1t, 
of that eternal Glory unto which, 'though ic 

were his own, he could. not aſcend, ſo-.as to 
take poſlefſion thereof for us, which was 'one 
principal buſineſs of his Aſcenſion, I go to 
prepare a place for you, Joh; 14. 2. until firſt 
he had ſuffered, as himlelf telleth us, Ought Non ante 
not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to pero 
enter into bis glory? Luk.24. 26. for Chriſt S«lutatus 
having a double right unto glory; a natural is 

right, as the Son of God; and a purchaſed rum proſeri- 
right, as the Saviour of the world ; reſerveth F/ mo 
the former unto himſelf, and beſtoweth the de coren. 
latter upon the Church. mil.C.14- 

2. The gracious Atts of Divine Love in 
Tuſtification and Advptionneceflary unto the 
Tus ad rem, or deriving a title upon'us. © For 

ſonſhip hath a right accompanying it : If ſons, 

. then beirs,Gal 4.7. The inhericance ic (elf is 
ſometimes called by the name of Adoption, 
Rom.8-23. Gal-4.5.- 

3- Faith and Repentance,which two Evan- 
gelical graces Chriſt hach honoured in the bu- 
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Dan. 9+7,9. fineſs of Salvation above others, becauſe they 
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_ are humbling graces, the one teaching us to 
Phil.z.9, judgeand abhor our ſelves, the other to go 


out of our ſelves for righteouſneſs; theſe ne- 
ceſſary ad Statum, to that condition wherein 
we are capacitated'to receive the conveyance 
of that inhericance, fo purchaſed for us, and 
derived upon us. Kepent and be converted,that 
your ſins may be blotted out, AQ+ 3. 19+ He that 
believeth in bim ſhall not perifh, but bave e- 
ternal life, Joh-3 15. 

4: Evangelical obedience neceſſary to the 
Tus in Re, to the AGual poſſeſſion of this In- 
heritance, as the onely way which leads there- 
anto- For withont holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, Heb. 12.14+ It is a gradns andan 
inchoation of Glory. Thus we ſee the ab- 
folate neceflity of the Goſpel, wherein we 
finde Chriſt meritorioufly pnurchafing, God 
graciouſly conveying, Repentance humbly 
diſpoſing, Faith comfortably receiving, and 


ſincere obedience gradually conduQting us un- * 


to eternal ſalvation. 
la the next place let us obferve the All- 
Pifcieney of the grace of the Gofpel unto the 
eftcHing of that bleſfedneſs whereunto it g 
0 
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fo neceſlary.In fekneſs Phyſick is neceſſurybuc 
when Death comes, it 1s not ſufficient to with- 
ſtand ic. But there is a Plenipotency in Evan- 

elical grace to conſummate our Salvation for 
us. Chriſt is able to ſave to the uttermoR1tboſe 
that come to God by him, Heb 7.25. Every 
thing which he did corporallyfor us, he will 
do the ſame /prritually by his Grace 3n 45. Sv 
that though we be yer imperfe& in our ſelves, 
yet.we are complete im him, Col.2.10. And 
as\there was'a: conſummatum eſt pronounced 
upon his work-on- earth, whereby he wrought 
Redemption for us, It is finiſhed, Joh. 19.30. 
So there 'will be a conſummatum eſt pro- 
nounced upon his work in Heawen, «whereby 
he'applycth Redemption unto us, It is done, 


— 


Rev.21.6. He will perfe& every good work Phil.1.6- 


which he begins, and be the finiſher of what 
he 1s the Author unto us. And this is a further 
demonſtration of the excellencie of the Go- 
ſpel, That avit is «# ozely,ſo it is an all-ſuffici- 
ent means unto that blefſedneſs which is there- 

in tendred unto us. | 
 Laftly, the excellency of the Goſpel will 
appear, if we conſider the infinite value and 
pretionſneſs of the things therein concerned. 
D 2a 1. The 


Heb+- 12:2, 
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1. The preciouſnels'of the ſabje# by the 
grace thereof Redeemed. It is true, by fin 
our bodies are become. vile, and our ſouls 
curſed, and: might both be jaſtly made 'veſſels 
of diſhonour. Bur if we view them in cheic 
primitive. integrity, made after the [mage of 
God ; inthe - Grace. and Glory whereof they 
are capable z in the immortal condition wheres 
unto they are reſerved; in the honourable ac- 
compt which God hath'of them, when he hath 
once formed them fur bimſelf,a people forihis 
Name,in whomihe . will 'be:adinireds; fri theſe 
reſpects we may truely lay that there. isinob 
thing which a man can give'1n exchange fot 
hns ſoul, Jwyis <vIdEie 3) 4v. | F 

2. The preciouineſs of the- price whereby 
we were purchaled, the' blond of Grd; as the 
Apoſtle calls it, 4.20.28. 

. 3+. The preciouſnels of the cond:tion wheres 
unto weare by the Goſpel called. To be ju- 
ſifted from: the guilt of-innumerable fins. To 
have the peace of God which paſſech under- 
ſtanding 3 the joy of (alvation, which is uns 
ſpeakable and. glorious ; the Favour of God, 
which '1s better then life, ſhed abroad upon 
che Soul. To have. che ſting of. Death pulled 

our 
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out, the fire of Hell quenched, the worm. of 
conſcience killed, the ſentence of the Law Gal 3.3. 
cancell'd, and the Kingdom of fin deſtroyed 
and demoliſhed'in us. To'be Adoptedunto the Ept.1.5. 
dignity of the Sons of: God: Fo be partzkere : per.1.4. 
of che Divine Nature. . To have the life and He>3-14- 
likeneſs of Chriſt formed in us:thele are bran- rom. oY 
ches and weins of (thoſe unſearchable riches 2'Gor.3-13+ 
of Chriſt, which in che Goſpel are ſet before 
Bs, 

Laſtly, the preciouſneſs of the Rewards 
which-in the Goſpel-are promiſed unto Belie- 
_ -vers, infinicely ſurpeſſeng thoſe which any 0- 
ther Religion maketh to the obſervers of it: 
| +They dreamt onely of ſuch delights. as their 
narrow-mindes, darkned with fin, and contra- 
Ged unto baſcr objes, could frame concepri- 
ons of to themſelves. But the rewards of the 
Goſpel are of a more ſublime and refined na- 
ture. 

Snch the endowments of: the glorified body, 
| which the Apoſtle giveth us in four words, 
i.Cor. 15. 43,44. 1 Incorruption, nothing 
ſhall ever annoy or infeſt it, as here poverty, 
violence, fickneſs; death, and other evils do. 


2. Hononr, fiderial ſplendor and POTN. 
lixe 
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ave, 17.2. like that of Chriſt ia his cransfigucation, or of 
Exod.34-39 Moſes coming down from the Mount. For if 


Phil.3-21- pjſdom bere make the face to ſhine, 'Eccleſ,S. 
1- as we read of St. Stephen, That bis. face 
was as theface of an Angel, AQR:6,25.; How 

Matt.13.43- much more luſtre will Celeſtial Glory bring 


Chryftom. ypon it, when it ſhall be as the Sus, and as 
in Gen, #0- 
mil.14, The brigheneſs of the Firmament ? Dan. 12.3. 


CE aro fine mole & pondere, agilis mobi- 3' Power and Viggur ro 


lis, nullis clauſe ebſtaculis, viſu & «- {ſerve the glorified ſoul 


ditu penetrans ownin '& attingens,quo= without any defe&, I 
eunque Poluerit fine impediments di- ated ; 4; 
ſcurrens, &c, Cyprian de reſurrec. rmity or mMpedrment 


Aug. Encbhirid. 0. ol. Ep.46. de Crvit. whatſoever. 4. Spiritug- 


Dei, l.13.c.20,27423. & 1.22:6:19,20 ; | 
_ Chovſott $6.6. in Blob. Erbic.& lity ,NO need:of cloat bing, 


16.6. ad Theoder. lepſur,p.70,74. E- nutrition, or any other 

di. Joo. Animal proviftons, it be- 

ing perpetually ſupported and preſerved by 

the Spirit of Glory. 

Such'the endowments of che ſoul filled with 

' the reward of bleſſedneſs. A ſure reward,Prov, 

11. 18. groundedupon immutable love, upon 

an unvaluable purchaſe, upon unqueſtionable 

_ promiſes, whereof we have in our ſelves che 
. ge eerneft, in-our head the poſſeſſton. 

arrbabonen ſpiritus veliquit gta Q nobis arrhabonem carnis aceepit, & vneit 


in calum pignne tering ſaning quandeque redigends. Seeurzeftote aro & ſexo 
£%is, uſurpaſtis E1.Calum & reguum Dei in Chriſto. Tercul.de reſurreF.c.51. 
x A 
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A great reward, a Crown, an heavenly 

Kingdom , a Kingdom of God, a weight of 

Glory, Pſal.19.11. Mait.5. 12. 2 Cor.4. 27. 

A full reward, 2 Joh.5.8. no defire'ugan- 
ſwered,no faculty unreplenithed, no fngio ſor- 
row, no labour, no t:zars unremoved. Thou 
ſhale make ebem drink of. the River of thy 
pleaſures, Pſal. 36.8, | 

The minde fled! with as much light; the: 
will with as much ove, the ſoul wich as much 
peare, as the whole capacity thereof is able ro 
contain. 'Feith hightned uno wiſon, bope ſa- 
risfied iry pofſeſſion;' love compleated in fruts 
tron, peace confummatred in immurable, in- 
concuſlible, and indeficient deleGation. In 
theſe four things ſeem to conſiſt the endow- 
ments of glorified fouls, ſo far as we can here 
frame any judgement of the glory to come. 

1. Ina complete vifion of God and Chriſt. Marr. 5.8. 
Here we ſee but in part,in the book of the crea» 1 Core13.12 
tres, in the ghaſr of the Word. Bur then we 
ſhall ſee him 2s be is, face to face, we ſhall » Job-3-2- 
behold his face in righteouſneſs, though not pal. 7.15. 
with a comprehenſive vifion (how can a finite Kev-23-4: 
comprehend an infinite ? Alind eft widere, 
alind totnm widendo comprehendere , faith 
| St.. 
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Ep. 112 ſ(aith-St+ Auſtin, yer with a beatifical and 
©#P.9- repleniſbing Viſion,no deſire of the minde un- 
filled, unſatisfied with the knowledge of God 

and Chriſt. | 
.na.:ln a complete poſſeſſron of God. and 
Chriſt. Here God -is our God in a gracious 
Covenant, in precious Promiſes, in the firſt- 
fruits of the Spirit, in the ſeeds of grace and 
peace, in coinfortable proviſions, in powerful 
providence, 4n continual proteGion, in ſpiri- 
2 Cor. 5.6, tual Ordinances. But all this while we are ab- 
Row. 8 24, ſent from the Lord,' in bope' onely of things 
” which we-ſce not. The Inheritance in our 
Gal.4.1, Minority is reſerved in heaven for us. Burat 
23 Per.1.4E laſt we fhall be adwitted inco'ie, As our faith 
ſhall be changed into viſton,'{o . our hope into. 
a poſſeſſion of God. We ſhall not: be in a 
waiting , expeCing, longing, languiſhing po- 
ſture, but in a plenary fruitio1 of; all the blel- 
ſedne(s, which the'Covenant of Grace did by 
faich entitle-us 'unto. No faculey of che ſou!, 
not as full of God,as the Sun of Light, or the 

Sea of Water. 

3- In a complete fmilityde and transfor- 
mation into the Image of Chriſt. Here our 
| Grace is mingled wich corruption, the flcth 
| luſting 
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Aug. de pec, mer. & remſ[.1.2.6.8. 
Auſtin (peaks. But in Hic, preceptum eſt ut nin peceemutg edi 
Heaven - we {ſhall be freminn us poſſe peccate. Aug. Con. 
wholly like _—_— bim, 2 Ep, Pelag./[3c.7, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is. As the Image of : Job. 3.2. 
the Sun is formed inthe glaſs on which it 
ſhines; ſo the glorified (oul, by ſeeing God ©2527: 
hath clie untainted, inage of his-Holinels and 
purity ſhed forth upon it. 

4. In a complete deleSiation ariſing from 
the viſion , pofleflion , and ſimilitude unto 
God; in whoſe preſence is fulne(s of joy, ar Pl _ 
whoſe Right-hand are pleaſures for evermare. "oy 
Earthly delights are apt to cloy, and produce Matt-25-4 
a loathing, But in Heaven the delightsareful ,, 
and perpetual, Tots virtus Amare quod wide- Gin. 22 lit, 
as, ſummes felicitas babere quod amas. For it #12-4-26- 
cannot be that the higheſt and chiefeſt good 
ſhould ever cauſe. a faftidium, or ſatictic in 
.the fruition of it, fince it comprebendeth em. Wentun ſe 
nently in-irche particular and divided perfe- f;nfgow is- 
Gions of all ocher defirable things, . Go him- f-ndis lore 
ſelf being Al in All unto us,,. v o 7! . x vp 
Piciores effibit,' ſarierarem facien;, ſed\ſipe faſtigio,—— Dui deficerat ſem- 
per amet defiderare, qui amat i" S:Ffidirat amart. - 0 —_—_ 
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Unto All which we mighe addr] the exvel. 
lency of the place where thefe glorious things 
3 Pet. 1.4 arc reſerved for us, where Chriſt hath pre. 
Job.14.2.- pared and furniſhed manſeons for his 6wn 
2 Cor. 5-1. Spouſe, A building of God,an houfe nor made 
with hands, wherein' the Lord will ſhewrhar 
glory to his Church; which no other creatures 
ever aw or can ee. 
Add heretmto the excelleacy of the com- 
Heb.12, 22, 4) chere: Patriatchs,Prophets,Apoſtles, Mar- 
tyrs, All Saints and Blefled Angels; b of Sort 


23. 
Joh: 17-24. us preſence of the Lord Jeſas, the fighe of | 


1 Thefl. 4. 
17- ..,, Whoſe Glory is the Gloty of his Church. 


[3Rly, the Crown of all is the eternity of 

this Glory: For the Mercy 'of God is from e- 

Pial.10z 12 werlafling to everlaſting, to thoſe that fear 
Rev.1+6. him; The Goſpel of Chriſt; an ewer/aſting Go. 
$27 ty ſpel-; hrs Priefthood unchangeable 5 his Ki ing 
Heb. 10.12. #5 incoticullible ; his ſacrifice forever'; his 
ben redemption, erernil 3 no woth; no-ruſt ,' no 
Tee of 'tortiiprion within ; ne thief; no vis- 

m1 Tencey nv canſe of corruption. :without«' Sb 
| ſongas there 1s power in God to 6 oe us; 
_—_ £5 fohp 4s tliere is werey and truth-in God to 
= _— us; ſo long as Gaod'is'our Father, anll 
1a briſt ojer Head; (of long ſhaft, . believers be 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed, and enjoy an Inheritance incorrupri- 
ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in the Heavens for us. Ohthat any 
who know themſelves ro be mortal here; and 
immortal hereafter, ſhould rake in the dung- 
hil of the earth for content and:comfort, and 
build their happineſs upon loſs and dung, up- 
on vanity and vexation, who have ſuch glori- 
riousthings as theſe to Took after, and to ſe- 
cure unto chemlelves! Certainly no man li- 
veth up ro the dignity of man, who dothinot 
regulare his converſationby the pure and holy 
Laws of Chriſtianity. 

Thus have I endeavoured to ſhew the ex- 
cellencies of Chriſt, and the unſearchable'ri- 
ches of his Goſpel, as the alone neceſſary and 
indiſpenſable means unto all ſolid comfort in 
this life, and unto all rrue bleſſedneſs in ano- 
ther, in compariſon whereof all other the 


nobleſt endowments are not onely Ioſs but 


dung. 
All theſe things whereby I have proved che 
reatneſs of the Goſpel, are evidene demon-« 
rations of the excellencie of the knowledge of 
Chriſt thereby, fince the dignity of ſcience is 
founded in the Sublimity,Majeſty,8& greatneſs 
E 3 of 
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Rom-1.17. 
Gal.2. 20+ 
Joh, 11.24- 


«Joh. 2.17. 


g-15. 
Joh. 10.10. 


Joh.1.12. 
1Joh.3.1. 


Iſai. 43 4+ 


Wa.53-11- 


AQ.15 9- 
Gal.$.6. 


of the ſubzet known. Ss that 1 ſhall need add 
but one thing more, which is particular to the 
ſaving knowledge of Chriſt; that it doth-not 
diſcover onely hin and his excellencies unto 
us, but doth convey them-upon us, and give us 
a right and intereſt. in chem. And hereupon 
it 18 

An enlivening knowledge ; I live by the 
faith of the Son of God: He that beliewetb in 
we, laith our Saviour,ſhall live though be were 
dead; which is more then can be ſaid of all the 
excellencies inthe warld,chey all run like Jor- 
dan into a dead Sea, the-grave devours them 
wichour hope of a reſurreGion. Bue our life 
in Chriſt is ap, abiding, and an «bounding life. 
lc 1s 

An ennobling knowledge; it gwveth us a pri» 
viledge; dignity, and power robe. called the 
Sogs of God.. Ic is 

A. juſtifying knowledge by his knowledge 
tha!l my righteous ſervant juſtifie many. It en» 
ticleth us co all che metrics of che Death and o- 
bedience-of Jeſus Chriſt» Itis 

A' ſanGiifying knowledge which purifieth 
the. Heart ; and worketh by love; hereby we 

| kaow 
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know that 'we-knaw him, if we keep his Com- 1 Joh.2-3,4+ 
. 2 tf'eC.1.2, 

mandments, Texts gol 


operatur, quanto Drum noverat ; & tantum ſe noſſe Deum judicat,quaniune 
pro Deo bonum operatur, Greg. in Exzek. bow. 22. 


Laſtly, it isa ſaving knowledge: This is 
eternal life,zo know thee the onely trae Cod, jyh.17.,. 
and whom thou haſt (ent Jeſus Chriſt. 
I ſhall very briefly conclude wich but three 
words of Exhortation. 
1. Tomy (eſt and Brethren ro whom the 
diſpenſation of this glorious Golpel is entruſt- 
ed, chat we would be ever mindtul of our com- iv g 
miſſion. Ambaſſadors muſt keep ſtridtly ro the ep.z.s. 
Mandate of their Princes, and never deviate 
from their inſtruions. Our Commiſſion is 
to teach men to oblerve all things wharſoe- 
ver Chriſt hach commanded : ro preach un+ 
to them the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ;,. ro 
take them off from all prcſumpruous ſins,from 
all vain delights, from all carnal confidence, 
from all ſelf-opinion of their own perfor- 
mances z to ſet. forth Chriſt before them,as rhe 
deſire of all nations ; to convince them' of che Hag.2.7, 
All-ſufficiency of bis righteouſneſs, and of the 
great duries of faith and obedience which they 
owe unto him as King of Saints : Not to preach + Cor. 4.5. 


onr ſelves, our own fancies-, paſſions, or 
intereſts, 


 facethe beauty, and ſhake the Rability of this 
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intereſts, but ſo: to preach Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, as becomes the excellencie of his perſon 
and offices,as becomes the Majeſty and awful- 
neſs of the dodrines of Salvation. 

2. To all in place of power and authori- 
ty, that ſince Chriſt ro whom all power was 
given, did, and ſtill doth put it forth for our 
ſalvation; they alſo would be exhorted to ex- 
ert their power for the honour and intereſt of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel. By the light of their 
gracious , examples, to render .n beauties 
of holineſs amiable unto others ; for the 
lives of great men are a kinde of law to 
thoſe that are under them. By their zeal, 
conrage and. juſtice, to. put to ſhame the 
inſolencics” of any. who by prufaneſs and 
atheiſm: either of rongue, pen, or life, dare 
offer any ſcorn or indignity to the Lord, or to 
the Goſpel of Glory. By their wiſdom,and love 
to Chriſt , tO uſe allmeans for Proarcing the 
Goſpel of Salvation, and removing out of the 
way whatſoever doth obſtru&t the powerful 
progrels and prevalencie thereof amongſt men. 
And here I. capnot but with grief of heart once 
more, bewail thoſe. doleful diviſions which de- 


once 
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onceflouriſhing Charch] For a9 in the natural = 
body ſolutio continai doth both pain & Jeform 
it ; ſo do /breaches in the body i Chriſt' 4bete 
both the Streagtb and comelineſ rof it; & while 
we thas by our diviſions. lefſen and weaken 
one another, ' we 'comfore and advantage a 
common adverſary. 

Db-not all learned-and:;(ober Proteſtants " 
gree in cheDodrine'of theChnrch af; England, 
in'the vitals & cfſentials vt erueReligion;in the 
great foundations of faith, worſhi p,and obedi. 
ence?. Have they not. all one-Farber,one Head, 
one" Faich; one Hope, aneha@venly Canden, 
whither they profets xo .be all goirig > Why 
then ſhould brethren 'fall-ont- by: che way ? 
Md is got the health of the dinghter; of-my 

recovered? TI amino Pro phet to fore- 
fel > -eien events. Yee ſince the tl; almiſft bath 
cold me thar- where: brechren dwell rogether 
mn ##ty, there'the Lord: commandeth,aitile(* 
fing,Pfal.133. Since he harh:jby ned the peace 
and. advtl of the Chardh-together, | Peage 
be withm by walls; and proſperity within thy 
palaces, Plal:122.” Singe the Apoſtle hath af 
ſured me,'\that ifrwe be of one minde; and[live 
1m peace, the-God'of love and peace wall be 
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with'us, 2 Corirg. 12. Þ/ Icanno@bue: upon theſe, 
grounds verily perkwade my. felt, chat if- we. 


would with a fincere eye, to the glory of God, 
the intereſt of che Goſpel; and the. peace of 
the Church, (which things: ought-to be moſt 
dear unto'us ) ſer our ſelves with a' ſpirit of 
meekneſs and moderation to heal the brea- 
ches, and reconcile the differences which are 
amongſt'us,' that ſo (if poſlible) 'we mighe. 
belike the Primitive Chriſtians, of one heart 
aud one ſoul, the Lord would ſay unto us as he 
did unto his people, when they lajd the foun- 
dation of his Temple, Hag.2.19: From! this, 
day 1 will bleſs you. And it this would not 
effeQually do it, that which I have laſt co ſay, 
I amfure would. Which is, 
2. To'perſwadeall who profeſs the Goſpel 
tolead their lives agreeable thereunto,; to bold 
the'myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience , 
andico.expreſs the lincaments of Chriſt in their 
converſation: ' There is-0 precept . more 4re+ 
uenely.inculcated in che writings of che Apo» 
tlesthenthis,: therefore ſhall: give ic you in 
their :wbrds;oas. having. moſt cot; aw and- a 
thoricy:9 them; - How fhall-we that are \dea 


to ſin, live any longervberein? There 15,10 cons 
=” demnation 
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demnation to them which are in Chrifi Teſus, 

who walk not after the fleſb,but after the ſpirit. 

If any man be in Chriſt, be is a new creature. Fob, 4.x, 
Walk wortby of the vocation wherewith ye are 2122+ 
called 3 Put off the old man, put on the new 

man,if Ye have heardChriſt,and been taughr by 

him, as the truth is in Jeſus. As ye bave re- cq,, ; 
ceived Chrift Feſus the Lord, fo walk ye in 

him. He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought- x Job.2.s. 
himſelfto walk even as be walked. Let your 
converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of Phil.1.27. 
Chriſt. Adorn the Dofrine of God our Savi- Tic.2.10. 
our-in all things. Shew forth the. wertnes of , per.2., 
him who calleth you out of darkneſs.into- his 
\marvelous light. Ler every one that nameth 2 Tim.2.19 
the name of Chriſt depart from iniquity.Having 

theſe promiſes,ler us cleanſe our ſelves from all 
filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit , perfe Sing bo- 

lineſs in the fear of God. Since we call God n Pet. 1.14, 
Fatber, let us paſs the time of our ſojourning *7* 

here in fear. For this end Chriſt was manifeſted, 1 Job.3.8. 
that he migbe deſtroy the works of the De- 

vil. O let us not be like Gadarens, to 

ſend (Chriſt away, becauſe he comes to 

aaa our / Swine, to deſtroy our luſts ; Luk.s 37. 
let 
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ler us not let go our Savieur' to: hold: faſt. | 
our ſins, nor prefer the momentary , ſting- 
ing, and periſhing contents of the world, 
before the joys of Salvation here, and che 
enjoyments of ic for ever hereafter : let' us 
with fear and crembling conſider, that it will 
be at the laſt day more colerable for Sodovs; 
then for wicked Chriſtians, whoſe zadgemenc 
- will be ſo much the heavier,by how: much the 
more glorious mercies have been revealed un- 
to them, and deſpiſed by them, The wile 
man celleth us, That the righteous is more 
excellent then bis neighbour , as walking by: 
a more excellent Rule, and deſigning a more 
excellent End. O let us ſhew the excel- 
lencie of our Religzon by the excellencie 
of our converſation , and ſhine as Celeſtial 
Luminaries in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe generation. And as many as walk 
according unto this Rule, peace be on them, 
and mercy , and upon the Iſrael of God: 
Now the God of Peace who brought again 
from the dead the Lord Jeſus, the great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through che Bloud- of 
the everlaſting Covenant , make: you -per« 
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fed in every good work to do his will, work- 
| ing in you that which is pleaſing in his fighe 
| through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for 


ever andeyer. Amen. 
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